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transit through your State of bodies of persons dying of contagious 
disease or otherwise. 

An early reply is desired for the reason that many inquiries are 
made of this Bureau from friends of soldiers who die in Cuba and 
Puerto Eico, who wish the bodies returned to the United States. 
Eespectfully, yours, Walter Wyman, 

Supervising Surgeon- General, U. 8. M. H. 8. 

Abstract of replies received. 

CONNECTICUT. 

According to section 113 of the general statutes, a dead body is allowed 
transportation from or into the limits of any town in the State, provided 
there be attached to the coffin or case containing such body a written 
or printed permit certifying the cause of death or disease of which such 
person died and the town in which such person is to be buried, and fur- 
ther certifying, in case said disease is shown on the permit to have been 
cholera, yellow fever, membranous croup, diphtheria, typhus fever, 
enteric fever, scarlet fever, measles, leprosy, smallpox, or other pestilen- 
tial disease, that the body is inclosed in an air-tight coffin or case her- 
metically sealed and that it has been disinfected in accordance with the 
method prescribed from time to time by the State board of health. 

ILLINOIS. 

Bale 1. The transportation of bodies dead of smallpox, Asiatic cholera, 
yellow fever, typhus fever or bubonic plague, is absolutely forbidden. 

Eule 2. The bodies of those who have died of diphtheria (membranous 
croup), scarlet fever, glanders, anthrax, or leprosy shall not be accepted 
for transportation unless prepared for shipment by being thoroughly 
disinfected by (a) arterial and cavity injection with an approved disin- 
fectant fluid, (b) disinfecting and stopping of all orifices with absorbent 
cotton, and (c) washing the body with the disinfectant, all of which 
must be done by an embalmer, holding a certificate as such approved 
by the State board of health or other State health authority. After 
being disinfected as above the body shall be enveloped in a layer of 
cotton not less than 1 inch thick, completely wrapped in a sheet and 
bandaged, and encased in an air-tight zinc, tin, copper, or lead-lined 
coffin, hermetically sealed and inclosed in a strong wooden box. 

Eule 3. Bodies dead of typhoid fever or other dangerous communi- 
cable disease not mentioned in rules 1 and 2 may be received for trans- 
portation when prepared for shipment by filling cavities with an 
approved disinfectant, washing the exterior of the body with the same, 
stopping all orifices with absorbent cotton, enveloping the body with a 
layer of cotton not less than 1 inch thick, wrapping in a sheet, ban- 
daging and inclosing in an air-tight coffin. This shall apply only to 
bodies reaching their destination within forty-eight hours. In all other 
cases such bodies shall be prepared for transportation in conformity 
with rule 2. When the body is prepared by an embalmer holding a 
certificate from State board of health, air-tight sealing may be dispensed 
with. 

Eule 4., Bodies dead of diseases that are not infectious or communi- 
cable may be received for transportation when encased in a sound coffin 
or casket, inclosed in a strong wooden box, provided they reach their 
destination within thirty hours. If they can not reach their destina- 
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tion within thirty hours they must be prepared according to Bule 3. 
When prepared for shipment by an embalmer, holding competent cer- 
tificate, air-tight sealing may be dispensed with. 

Bule 5. In cases of contagious, infectious, or communicable diseases 
the body must not be accompanied by persons or articles which have 
been exposed to the infection of the disease, unless certified by the health 
officer as having been properly disinfected. Notice must be sent to the 
health officer, advising the date and train on which the body may be 
expected. This notice must be sent by or in the name of the health 
officer at the initial point. 

Bule 6. Every dead body must be accompanied by a person in charge, 
who must be provided with a passage ticket and also present a full first- 
class ticket marked "corpse," for the transportation of the body, and a 
transit permit, showing physician's or coroner's certificate, health offi- 
cer's permit for removal, undertaker's certificate, name of deceased, 
date and hour of death, age, place of burial, cause of death, and point 
of shipment. The transit permit must be made in duplicate with the 
signatures of all attesting parties. The duplicate copies shall be sent to 
the Secretary of the State or provincial board of health of the State or 
province from which the shipment was made. 

Bule 7. When dead bodies are shipped by express the whole original 
transit permit shall be pasted upon the outside box and the duplicate 
forwarded by the express agent to the secretary of the State or provincial 
board of health of the State or province from which such shipment was 
made. 

Bule 8. Every disinterred body dead from any disease or cause, shall 
be accepted for transportation only when such removal has been 
approved by the health authorities having jurisdiction where such 
body is disinterred, and all such disinterred remains shall be inclosed 
in a hermetically sealed (soldered) zinc, tin, or copper lined coffin. 

INDIANA. 

Bules relative to transportation of dead bodies same as those adopted 
by State of Illinois. 

IOWA. 

Bules relative to transportation of dead bodies same as those adopted 
by State of Illinois. 

MICHIGAN. 

Begulations relative to transportation of dead bodies substantially 
the same as those adopted by State of Illinois. 

MISSISSIPPI. 

Bules relative to transportation of dead bodies same as those adopted 
by State of Illinois. 

NEW JEESEY. 

The body of any person dead of cholera, yellow fever, typhus fever, 
leprosy, plague, trichinosis, smallpox, typhoid fever, diphtheria, scar- 
let fever, or any other contagious, infectious, or communicable disease 
shall be accepted for transportation only when inclosed in hermetically 
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-sealed casket, license for such transport having been obtained from the 
local board of health of the municipality or township in which the 
death has occurred. 

NEW YOBK. 

When application is made for a permit to transport a corpse over 
any railroad or upon any passenger steamboat within the State, the 
board of health, or the officers to whom such application is made, shall 
require such corpse to be inclosed in a hermetically sealed casket of 
metal or other indestructible material, if the cause of death shall have 
been from a contagious or infectious disease. 

OHIO. 

The transportation of bodies of persons dead of smallpox, diphtheria, 
membranous croup, Asiatic cholera, typhus fever, or yellow fever, except 
for burial or cremation within the jurisdiction of the health authorities 
of the municipality or township in which the death has occurred, is 
strictly forbidden. 

The bodies of persons dead of other contagions, infections, or commu- 
nicable diseases must be wrapped in a sheet thoroughly saturated with 
a strong solution of bichloride of mercury in the proportion of one ounce 
of bichloride of mercury to a gallon of water, and encased in an air- 
tight zinc, tin, copper, or lead lined com n, or in an airtight iron casket, 
hermetically sealed, and all inclosed in a strong, tight, wooden box. 

The bodies of persons dead of diseases that are not contagious, infec- 
tious, or communicable, may be received for transportation to local 
points in the same State when encased in a sound coffin or metallic case 
inclosed in a tight wooden box. But for transportation to points out- 
side the State, unless the time required for transportation does not 
exceed eighteen hours, they must be encased in an air-tight coffin or 
casket, metal lined, hermetically sealed, and inclosed in a strong out- 
side wooden box, provided with four iron chest handles. 

Every dead body must be accompanied by a transit permit from the 
competent health authorities and the box containing corpse must be 
plainly marked with name of deceased, cause and place of death, point 
of shipment, and number of transit permit issued in connection there- 
with. 

PENNSYLVANIA. 



The transportation of bodies of persons who shall have died from 
smallpox, Asiatic cholera, typhus fever, diphtheria, or yellow fever, is 
strictly forbidden. From October 15 to April 1 all other dead bodies 
may be transported without restriction, except those which shall have 
died of scarlet fever, typhoid fever, or measles, which must be inclosed 
in air-tight zinc, copper, or lead lined wooden boxes, or in air-tight iron 
caskets, or if in any other form of coffin, said coffin must be in a hermet- 
ically sealed box, inclosed in a manner satisfactory to the local board of 
health or health officer. 

Every dead body must be accompanied with a physician's certificate 
of death and a certificate from the shipping undertaker that the body has 
been prepared for transportation in accordance with the rules of the 
State board of health of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. 

Transit permits will be received for bodies shipped from, beyond, or 
within the States of New York, New Jersey, Delaware, Maryland, West 
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Virginia, or Ohio, or the Province of Ontario without subjecting the 
body to delay, provided the rules of the State or provincial boards of 
health do not conflict with any of the preceding rules in these regulations. 



WEST VIRGINIA. 

Eules relative to transportation of dead bodies are similar to those 
adopted by the State of Ohio. 

Interstate quarantine regulations relative to transportation of dead bodies. 

Article III, paragraph 5, Interstate Quarantine Eegulations, provide 
as follows : The body of any person who has died of a quarantinable 
disease shall not be transported save in hermetically sealed coffins, and 
by the order of the State or local health officer. 

Smallpox in the United Stales as reported to the Supervising Surgeon-General United States 
Marine-Hospital Service, January 1 to September 9, 1898. 
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District of Columbia : 
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